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1.0  Introduction 

The A534 is a major road providing connectivity from Crewe, Middlewich, Winsford, Stoke 
on Trent and Stafford through to Wrexham and Beyond 

It passes through the parishes of Burland, Brindley and Faddiley. 

Over the last few years the Parish councils have faced an increasing number of issues raised 
by local residents along the route including 

 Speeding 
 Increased traffic volumes 
 Dangerous driving 
 High accident incident rate 

This report reviews the route to highlight the issues and identify possible solutions. 

A number of initiatives have already been implemented but have had little impact – these 
include 

 Use of SIDs at various locations 
 Speedwatch within Burland and Faddiley 

The issues have been raised repeatedly over a number of years with the Ward councillor, 
Stan Davies, Local MP, Antoinette Sandbach and various people within Cheshire Police – 
again with no visible outcomes to date. 

 

2.0 Speed Limits 

The speed limit of the road varies along the length as indicated below: 
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This possibly creates confusion however signage is generally good and clear with adequate 
repeater signs. 

One of the issues raised frequently is the position of the derestriction sign heading 
Westbound – this is currently at the end of a straight that passes through Burland village 
and is visible from well within the 30mph zone.  This often encourages westbound drivers to 
overtake vehicles that are obeying the speed limit or to speed up before they exit the 
30mph area. 

The council have explored the possibility of inking the 30mph zone in Burland through to the 
40mph zone in Faddiley however this would appear not to be possible as it does not 
currently fit the guidance issued buy CEC Highways 

3.0 SID’s 

A number of SIDs are utilised along the route – these are not maintained at fixed locations 
and as such the data they collect is difficult to analyse.  However data is available for 2 
periods (November 2016 and December 2017)  for a device fitted in Burland monitoring 
westbound traffic 
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These confirm a significant number of vehicles passing along the route are exceeding the speed limit. 

4. 0   Accidents 

Via a FOI request Cheshire Police provided details of accidents recorded through the Period 
1st April 2016 to 27th August 2019 as summarised below – these indicate we believe an 
unacceptably high number of accidents resulting in serious / fatal injuries. 

In addition to the accidents below the council are aware of a serious accident in October 
between Burland and Faddiley resulting in life threatening injuries to the 2 people involved. 
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5.0 Cuckoo Lane / Tally Ho lane / Monks Lane / A534 Junction 

At the Eastbound end of Burland village there is an ‘awkward’ junction between Wrexham 
Rd and Cuckoo lane – Westbound traffic on the A534 has to turn right to pass through 
Burland 

 

Local traffic arrives at this junction from both Monks lane and Tally Ho Lane – often traffic 
heading Westbound an the A534 pull out in front of passing traffic and there are regular 
collisions in this location 
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6.0 Burland Village 

Following a Fatal accident about 25 years ago traffic calming measures were introduced in 
Burland – these include interactive signage at both ends of the village and additional road 
markings 
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Initially the impact of these measures was dramatic – however over time many drivers are 
not driving within the speed limit.  Reasons for this include 

 Increased volumes of traffic 
 Driver complacency 
 Little or no Police enforcement 
 Deterioration of road markings 

Houses are located either side of the road and in addition to speeding issues residents have 
raised the fact that overtaking (at speed) takes place through the village and creates a 
significant risk to them accessing / egressing their properties. 

There are no safe locations identified by Cheshire Police for them to park a mobile speed detection 
van.  The local PCSO / Police Officer does use a hand held device on an ad hoc basis within the 
village. 
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7.0 Faddiley 

 

The speed limit through Faddiley is restricted to 40mph.  Similar issues exist in Faddiley as 
Burland including excessive speeding and dangerous overtaking on the straight past the 
common despite the presence of a crossroads. 

Cheshire Police Have identified the layby adjacent to the common as a safe location for the mobile 
enforcement van to park.  However the van is not allocated to this spot on a regular basis. 
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8.0 Ridley Bends 

The bends within Ridley pose a number of issues.  In this location the A534 is national speed 
limit.  It is however narrow and passes through a number of bends. 

 

 

When two oncoming HGVs meet on the bends there is little room to pass safely due to the narrow 
road width and the vehicles have to virtually stop.  The verges are narrow and on the Eastbound side 
fall away steeply into the fields. 

There have been multiple occurrences of HGV’s overturning in this location.  Recently an interactive 
sign has been added to the Eastbound carriageway on the approach to the bends but this appears to 
have had little impact. 
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9.0 Actions 

In order to improve the safety of the road for users and local residents a number of actions 
for each of the problem areas are identified below – these have been split into: 

Immediate -  those that we believe to be relatively low cost and easy to implement with 
little or no planning required 

Medium term – those that require a degree of planning and a greater level of capital cost 

Long term – detailed planning and significant investment required 

 Cuckoo Lane / Tally Ho Lane / Monks Lane / A534 Junction – Immediate 

 Improved road markings 
 Improved Signage 

Medium 

 None 

Long term 

 Reconfigure junction of Wrexham Rd / Cuckoo Lane – possibly with a mini 
roundabout 
 

 Burland – Immediate 

 Remark the road surface with the red bands and 30 mph markings 
 Alter the centre line marking to a hatched solid line to discourage overtaking 

 

 Install speed camera enforcement signs 

 

 Agree regular attendance from Police with hand held speed gun 
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Medium 

 Reposition derestriction signs at West end of 30mph zone further away from 
village 

 Install GATSO digital camera speed detection both East and westbound 
 Link 30mph zone in Burland to 40 mph zone in Faddiley 

Long Term 

 If speed restriction extended Westbound to tie up with Faddily (and Faddily 
restriction lowered to 30 mph) investigate the use of average speed control 
through the entire area. 
 

Faddily – Immediate 

 Alter the centre line marking to a solid double white line to discourage 
overtaking 

 Install speed camera enforcement signs 

 

 Agree regular attendance from Police with mobile enforcement van 
 

Medium 

 Install GATSO digital camera speed detection both East and westbound 
 Link 40 mph zone in Faddiley to 30 mph zone in Burland and reduce 40mph 

to 30 mph 

Long term 

 None Identified 

Ridley – Immediate 

 Improved signage in both directions 
 Add anti skid surfacing within the bends 

Medium 

 Improve verges and potentially add Armco barriers 

Long term 

 Road widening / realignment through the bends 


